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1 . AS DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE NOTED IN REETEL, THERE ARE 
INDICATIONS FROM WELL INFORMED PRIVATE SOURCES THAT PRIME 
MINISTER ERASER MAY DISCUSS THE NORTH WEST SHELF NATURAL 
GAS PROJECT WITH VICE-PRESIDENT MONDALE DURING HIS 
AUSTRALIAN VISIT. FURTEHR INQUIRIES WITH GOA ENERGY 
OFEICIALS HAVE CONFIRMED THE POSSIBILITY, WITHOUT BEING 
DEFINITE, THA THE EUTURE IMPORTATION OP AUSTRALIAN LNG 
INTO THE U.S. COULD BE THE SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION. 

2. INFORMATION FROM PRIVATE SOURCES( REFTEL) INDICATE 
THE FOLLOWING ISSUES MAY BE DISCUSSED BETWEEN THE PRIME 
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MINISTER AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT: (A) THE FAILURE OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFONRIA TO PROMPTLY APPROVE A SITE FOR THE 
LOCATION OP AN LNG TERMINAL; AND (B) USDOE ECONOMIC 
REGULATORY ADMINISTRATION DELAYS IN DECIDING ON WHETHER 
OR NOT AUSTRALIAN LNG WILL BE PERMITTED TO BE IMPORTED 
INTO THE U.S. 
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3. AGAIN IT IS WORTH REEMPHASIZING THAT, ALTHOUGH THE 
NORTH WEST SHELE lOINT VENTURERS ARE INTERESTED IN THE 
U.S. EUTURE ENG MARKET, THEY ARE NOT SITTING ON THEIR 
HADNS WAITING EOR THE RESPECTIVE U.S. BUREAUCRACIES 
TO DECIDE WHETHER THEY WILL PERMIT LNG IMPORT FROM 
AUSTRALIA. THE JAPANESE ARE THE OBVIOUS ALTERNATIVE 
MARKET IF THE U.S. PROCRASTINATES TOO LONG. ALSO AT 
ISSUE, OF COURSE, WOULD BE THE OPPORTUNITIES EOR 
AMERICAN SUPPLIERS OF EQUIPMENT, TECHNOLOGY AND SYSTEMS. 

ALSTON 

NOTE BY OCT: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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